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Henry I. the right to appoint their sheriff and justiciar
from their own body, but other towns acquired more slowly
the privilege of choosing their own bailiffs and later their
mayor. It is possible that the right of fanning the revenues
of the borough was held to carry with it the power to
appoint the reeves or bailiffs, in whose hands the financial
administration of the town was vested. In 1189 the men
of Nottingham were permitted to " make whom they will
of their people to be their reeve at the end of the year,
who shall answer on their behalf for my farm [to the
Exchequer]"1.
A frequent clause in borough charters conferred free-
on anY villein who resided safely for a year and
tyviikin$. a  day within  the  walls  of  the  town2.    According to
Glanville8, the villein was required to take up the rights
of citizenship ; sometimes it was necessary for him to be a
member of the gild merchant, and sometimes also to hold
land in the borough4.    Apparently the.villein could not
return to his manor without running the risk of being
reclaimed by his lord5.    There is record of an unsuccessful
attempt made in the reign of Edward II. to reclaim some
villeins in Norwich6;   they had resided for long periods,
one for sixty,  another for thirty years,  and were " at
scot  and  lot  and  at  tallage  with  the  free  citizens".
In the latter half of the fourteenth century the villeins
began to  appreciate the importance  of this  avenue of
escape from their bondage, and to utilize its opportuni-
ties.    The landowners complained in  Parliament  (1391)
that   villeins   fled   from   their   lords   into   enfranchised
cities  and boroughs,  and under cover  of the  franchise
1  Records of Nottingham (ed. W. H. Stevenson, 1882), i. 9.
2  E.g. ibid. i. 3.                                      8 De Legibus, v. chapter 5.
4 E.g. (i.) Aberystwith (1277^: Charter Rolls, ii. 206; (ii.) Preston :
W. Dobson and J. Harland, History o the Preston Guild (1862), 73. For
London, see Plea and Memoranda Rolls, 1364-81 (ed, A. H. Thomas, 1929),
pp. xxiv seq.
8 Madox, Firma Burgi, 270-271.
* Placitorum Abbreviatio, 316 a. Cf. Letter-Book K, 80. In 1397 a
citizen of York was seized as a serf, but restored upon the mayor's interven-
tion : York Memorandum Book, ii. 6. " By an ancient custom of the city "
no one could be taken away from the city on the ground of villeinage avaunt
ceo que le matere fuiste discusse per course de ley : ibid. ii. 254.